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PEBBLE PRESS 

R i c h m o n d  G e m  &  M i n e r a l  S o c i e t y ’ s  

 

 

And here’s the Good News... 
The STUDIO IS NOW OPEN! 
 

Starting on Friday, August 7, you can return to the Studio to 
do lapidary, silversmithing, lost wax casting, and take out 
books and/or DVDs.  
  
We are limited to a total of seven members in the studio 
during each session.  The first session is 9:00 am to 12:00 
noon and the second session is 12:00 noon to 3:00 pm.  To 
avoid disappointments or overcrowding of the Lapidary 
Studio, we ask you to send an email to Darlene at 
darhowe@shaw.ca to let us know if you plan to use the 
Studio.  Information on how and when to enter the Cultural 
Centre will then be sent to you. 
  
We continue to live our lives under the guidance of Corvid-
19 protocols.  Simply put, we must maintain social 
distancing, clean our hands and spaces, and remain calm. To 
keep us safe, members will be required to wear a non-
medical mask, a face shield or other eye protection, to wash 
hands, to bring and use your own cloths, and to wipe down 
each work station when finished.  As a further precaution, 
the arbors and tables have been redistributed so that they 
are approximately 6 feet apart, and only one member can 
use an arbor at any time. The maximum number of 
members able to use the silversmithing room is limited to 
two. The club has a limited number of face masks (5 for 
$5.00) and face shields ($10.00 each) available for members 
to purchase if you do not have your own. 
  
Looking forward to seeing you! Meanwhile, enjoy the 
summer and stay safe! 
 

George 

 

To RGMS Members and all fellow enthusiasts: 

It is the height of Summer and what an interesting year this has turned out to be!  In this issue, you will find good news for the 

hands-on enthusiast, and not one, but TWO colourful accounts of recent field trips, PLUS valuable identification and collecting 

tips on Feldspars. Read on! 

 

P.S. Our monthly general meetings are cancelled until the pandemic restrictions are resolved. 

 F I E L D   T R I P S !!! 

“The Clinton Mystery”  by Russ Beuker 

 
I have been driving past an odd rock formation for years and 
always wondered what it was.  This summer, I finally stopped 
to take a look.  I wanted to see if I could figure out what it is, 
then go to the reference books to see if I got it right.  It was a 
test of sorts.  Hopefully all those pointers over the years gained 
from my fellow club members and books would pay off. 
 
The formation is easily accessible along the north side of the 
paved Pavilion-Clinton Road just 4 km southwest of Clinton, 
BC.  Here it is on Google Maps (the google street mapping car 
actually has a photo of the formation from the road). 
 
https://www.google.com/maps/@51.0749261,-
121.6356441,3a,75y,280.99h,76.2t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!
1sp5_WT0dCfR5QmCJ5xBWMyA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656 
*copy and paste the above URL if the link doesn’t open 
 
The deposit varied from light to dark gray, very porous, and 
seemed to be some kind of limestone.  It wasn't very strong 
and broke easily with a hammer. It had layers of porous 
limestone with some occasional very fine druzy deposits of 
something.  The deposit extended several hundred yards back 
from the road and it looked like it had been mined years 
ago.  There was a deep rail line cut through it, and this cut did 
look very interesting indeed, but I'll leave that for another 
trip.  I grabbed a couple of samples for my archives. 
My guess was this was limestone created by a (very) bubbly 
hot spring years ago.  I needed to test the limestone part of the 
theory, so I purchased some vinegar in Clinton and soaked a 
rock sample and sure enough, it fizzed like crazy.  It was 
definitely limestone.  
    /continued next page 

https://www.google.com/maps/@51.0749261,-121.6356441,3a,75y,280.99h,76.2t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sp5_WT0dCfR5QmCJ5xBWMyA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@51.0749261,-121.6356441,3a,75y,280.99h,76.2t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sp5_WT0dCfR5QmCJ5xBWMyA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@51.0749261,-121.6356441,3a,75y,280.99h,76.2t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sp5_WT0dCfR5QmCJ5xBWMyA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
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“The Clinton Mystery” continued… 
 
Once I got back to the city and with the help of my books and 
the internet, I found that it turns out this is a well-known 
deposit of Tufa or Travertine has it's own BC Government 
Minfile entry at 
 
https://minfile.gov.bc.ca/Summary.aspx?minfilno=092P++079 
 
So next time you are passing through Clinton and need some 
Tufa, check it out! 
  

Russ 
 
 

 
 
 

“Sandra’s Diary”  by Sandra Harrison 
 
June 14th 

Trevor Christie led a group up to Sacum for Agate, off Fraser 
Canyon Hwy located near Lytton. You climb the hillside for 
agate nodules still in the rock of the ridge at the top.  It was a 
very steep hill and I made it halfway up.  There were loose 
pieces to be found amongst the grass and small bushes.  The 
word was, ”look for rocks that look like potatoes” and I found 
one;  hurray!  There was also some common opal, quartz and 
calcite too.  It had rained a lot and the dirt road was ankle 
deep in very thick clingy mud.  Wished I had worn Rubber 
boots! 
 
July 22nd  
Trevor led a trip for Crinoid Fossils, Sleese Creek.  A fairly easy 
road to drive just off Chilliwack Lake Road and about 2 km to 
creek access.  As we were going to be walking through the 
creek in search of the fossils, waterproof footwear is 
recommended.  I was amazed how fast people clambered up 
the rocks and away up the steep creek.  It took a little time to 
start finding pieces of the crinoid fossil rock, but once you spot 
them, it got easier.  I managed to get a couple pieces on my 
own and a bigger piece with the generosity of another 
rockhounder who found several good pieces.  It took two trips 
to get them to the cars. 
 
I had two weeks off July 26 to August 8th and I spent the 1st 
week on Vancouver Island to visit family.  My sister and I 
drove up to Royston, just past Parksville to Gartley Point 
beach.  Everyone I asked and, everything I’ve seen on the 
Rockhunters facebook page told me that Dallasite is on every 
beach on the Island.  Hey, it’s true!!  Much easier finding on 
sandy beaches rather than rocky hillsides too.  I promised 

F I E L D   T R I P S !!!   continued myself that I would only take a few pieces.  I could have filled a 
wheelbarrow if I had one.  I did leave some behind for the next 
rockhounders. 
 
2nd week of my holiday I went to Kamloops.  I really wanted 
to go to Monte Lake on Hwy 97A towards Vernon, to look for 
the famous blue agates.  There is a rock bluff to the left of the 
highway at the east end of the lake that again, I have heard 
and read about being the place to look.  Having been warned 
to watch out while crossing the highway as traffic is heavy and 
going at least 100Kph, as well as loose rock coming down from 
the top of the bluff.  My brother and I went there early, the 
site was in the shade thank goodness and the traffic was 
lighter.  I wasn’t completely sure of what the agates looked 
like on the ground and we were a little dismayed to have to 
look through the rock rubble that lays at the bottom of the 
site.  What the facebook pictures don’t tell you is that the 
agates are coated in a thin skin that is black/ brown.  We 
finally started finding agates that had ends broken off, so 
realized what we needed to focus on. I am so glad I had my 
brother with me as he was able to hammer agate nodules out 
of the rock matrix.  We went away with some decent pieces 
that I can hardly wait to cut into. 
 
On another day, we hiked out to Tranquille Creek.  My brother 
pans for gold in various locations along “the creek”.  The deal 
was I would help with the gold panning and then we would go 
down the creek to a place where the heavy water flow has 
made a large gravel bar.   
 
It was lovely to be sitting with feet in the cold water while the 
sun warmed our shoulders, bent over buckets of sand/gravel 
swirling with full pans to sort the big rocks, then medium, then 
small to get down to the gold bearing sand.  Have I mentioned 
that it was 28 degrees in the shade; up to nearly 50 in the sun? 
Thank Goodness for the cold water! It wasn’t until we had 
filled our buckets with sand and started walking back to the 
car when I started feeling the muscles in my back and 
shoulders complaining. I was really dragging my feet for the 
1+km walk back to the car. We decided that looking for rocks 
could wait until another day.  
 
We did go back to the creek another day, again early in the 
morning to beat the heat and waded across the creek to spend 
two hours clambering around.  My brother found an agate that 
is the size of softball/ small cantaloupe.  Not exaggerating 
here.  He said he had found big agates before, but I was 
thinking walnut or golf ball size which is what I have in my 
collection.  My agate find was the size of a little fingernail.   
I did bring back a few rocks that looked interesting.  Don’t 
know what they are but am looking forward to slicing into 
them too. 
 
Sandra 

https://minfile.gov.bc.ca/Summary.aspx?minfilno=092P++079
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Feldspar is a very common material….40 to 60% of the earth’s 
crust is some sort of feldspar. It forms by crystalizing out of 
magmas as veins in both intrusive and extrusive igneous rock.  It 
is also present in metamorphic and sedimentary rocks. It’s 
everywhere. It is a major component of granite. 
 
The name has origins from Germany, ‘feldspat” a combination 
of “field” and “flake”. “Spat” means easily cleaved into flakes. 
You may also see it spelled as ‘felspar’. Feldspar can grow as a 
crystal but is a bit rare. The formation of feldspar will often be 
of ‘fields’ of flaky areas with random orientation within a solid 
mass.  
 
An example would be those randomly oriented color flash areas 
in labradorite.  During formation, different mineral mixtures 
and temperatures will ultimately 
cause color variations, color flash, 
and texture. Since feldspars are a 
significant percentage of granite, 
it is also used as a building 
construction material, and even 
for kitchen countertops. Next 
time you are in a store with 
countertop materials, look closely 
at the natural stone ones….you 
will likely find one with a slivery 
flash, or a blue flash. That’s the 
reflective part of feldspars. 
 
Feldspars are silicates of 
aluminum, containing various amounts of sodium, potassium, 
iron, calcium, or barium or combinations of these elements, 
which provides industrial materials in the making of glass, 
ceramics, tiles, insulators, paints, enamels, and so on. 
 
As a lapidary material, there are several varieties of feldspar.  
For hardness, it’s considered a “6”, and will have a cleavage, 
and some transparency. The most common lapidary material 
would be Labradorite. This is the feldspar that exhibits color 
flash, which can be blues, greens, yellows, and even purple 
occasionally. If you start with a large lump of labradorite, the 
color flash will likely be randomly oriented in the above 
mentioned ‘fields’. You may need to cut your rough in various 
directions to extract the brightest color flash. Keep in mind that 
if your stone will end up as a pendant with the stone vertical, 
you may need to cut the rough differently than a ring stone with 
a horizontal orientation. You may need to view the rough in 
sunshine or a single bright light to orient the color flash 
correctly before slabbing.   Fluorescent tube lights are poor 
sources of light in this purpose. Yes, Labradorite comes from 
Labrador, however, these days the majority of the labradorite 
comes from Madagascar. There must be a huge outcrop as 
there are tons and tons of it at the annual Quartzsite and 
Tucson shows. 
 

FELDSPAR  BY HARLEY WATERSON 

 

Spectrolite is a trade name given to especially bright 
labradorite from a single mine in Finland.  Usually has smaller 
areas of flash but are very bright.  Rough is usually already cut 
in slabs, and expensive. If a vendor is selling ‘spectrolite’ from a 
different location, it is mis-labelled. Just like champagne comes 
only from one region of France, Spectrolite must originate from 
that mine in Finland. 
 
Amazonite is also a feldspar (often confused with aventurine).  
Amazonite will form in massive lumps as well as crystals. Green, 
sometimes with a hint of blue, with tiny streaks of white. No 
flash but cabs up easily. Sometimes you might get a faint hint of 
a white reflection or flash. 
 
Sometimes the mix of chemicals ends up in a white or off-white 
color, and there is a blue flash. These are called moonstones. 
Same as above, it is key to orient the flash correctly in sunlight, 
or a single bright light. Once you find 
the flash, flip over the rough as there 
should be another flash on the flip side. 
One is typically brighter than the other.  
Moonstone will typically be oriented 
with the blue flash straight up. There is 
also a ‘pink moonstone’ which is pink in 
color, with a white flash. Some online vendors show 
moonstones with cat’s eye, and star effects.  If you buy some 
moonstone rough, get enough to make multiple cabs just to 
make sure you get some good results. 
 

Hypersthene. This flavor of feldspar will 
look black, or dark brown. When polished 
it should exhibit a silvery to gold colored 
speckled flash. It will also have a layered 
look as well.    
 
 
 

Bytownite. This variety is the least common and has a 
chemistry rich with calcium. An early discovery of this one was 
near the town of Bytown (we call it Ottawa in modern times).   
Usually small pieces, transparent, golden to brown in color, it 
can be made into small cabs, or faceted.   Searching online will 
uncover tumbled bits…and it may be called ‘golden 
labradorite’. 
 
Sunstone is a variety which is usually small gemmy pieces of 
feldspar which are clear, light yellow, orange, brown, and 
occasionally red, blue, green.  Sunstone is found in a number of 

locations worldwide, but stones available 
locally are likely from Oregon.  Sunstone 
is Oregon’s state gemstone.  There are 
some mines and fee digging sites in 
central Oregon for sunstones near the 
town of Plush (well, Plush is not really big 
enough to be a town). Occasionally these 
sunstones have tiny platelets of hematite, 
goethite, or 

copper which give these stones a 
shimmering copper color flash…
very beautiful! There is also massive 
sunstone with small fields of the 
coppery color flash from India. This 
is sometimes called ‘schiller’. 
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Sunstones can be cabbed, faceted, and carved. The next time 
we have an Abbotsford gem show, check out Gunther Otto’s 
carvings in the demo area.  He usually has carved sunstones.  
Beautiful!  
 
Collecting of Feldspars:    Well, other than feldspars in our local 
granites, there isn’t really anything close by to collect. Trevor 
Christie knows of a spot where there is some amazonite mixed 
in with massive white quartz, but I have not been to the 
location, and is supposedly a bit remote on an old skidder trail.  
Perhaps there will be another field trip.      
 
Oregon is your best bet to find some sunstones at one of the 
fee digging sites near Plush. This area is quite remote, so bring 
everything you need for a day trip as the closest ‘town’ is an 
hour away in Lakeview, Oregon. The sunstone fee digs are in a 
decomposing basaltic area, and you screen the dirt/gravel 
looking for the sunstones, hopefully finding one with good size 
or color. 
 
There is a “BLM” area reserved for sunstone collected (Bureau 
of Land Management): 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/sunstone-collection-area 
*copy and paste the above link to your browser to view 

 
Colorado has some locations where miners collect smoky 
quartz, topaz, and sometimes these diggings include Amazonite 
crystals. 
 
Heading to New Mexico sometime?  Pick up the Gem Trails of 
New Mexico as there is a collecting spot for Bytownite.  We 
tried to get to this spot a year ago, but the area had snow on 
the logging road, so we had to turn around. 
 
Once we have gem shows again, those will be a way to get your 
hands on materials, or you can also purchase items from on-line 
vendors. 
 

Harley 
 
 
Websites for further reading: 
 
http://gemologyproject.com/wiki/index.php?title=Feldspar 
 
https://www.ima-na.org/page/what_is_feldspar 
 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-
sciences/feldspar 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunstone 
 
https://www.pinterest.ca/golden11310/bytownite/ 
 
https://www.mindat.org/min-1995.html 
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FUTURE MEETING PLANNER 

STUDIO CASH VOUCHERS  
AVAILABLE  

Don’t have change for your Workshop fees?  
Five-dollar ($5.00) and Three-dollar ($3.00) cash 

vouchers are now available in strips of five.   
Contact George at:   

604-274-4893 or geohowe@shaw.ca  to order yours 

Executive Positions 2019/2020 

 
Immediate Past President 

Anthony Young 

President 
Russ Beuker 

Vice-President 
Anthony Young 

Secretary 
Livia Waterson 

Treasurer 
George Howe (Acting) 

Librarian 
Joan Turrell 

Social Convenor 
Karen Yurkovich 

Field Trip Coordinator 
Sandra Harrison 

Program Coordinator 
Harley Waterson 

Show Chairperson 
Lisa Kew 

Membership Chairperson 
Darlene Howe 

Publicity Coordinator 
Anita Wagstaff 

Ways & Means Coordinator 
Linda Boyce 

Pebble Press Editor 
Sabrina Chen 

Workshop Coordinator 
Gerry Hall 

Senior Society Delegate 
Darlene Howe 

 

Non-Executive Positions 2019/2020 
 

Intermediate Society Delegate Ben Ashrafi 

Junior Society Delegate Po Leung 

Contact at Large Darlene Howe 

Membership Assistant Dorreh Jahanshahi 

Ways & Means Assistant Joan Turrell 
 

Membership News 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please contact 
me at: darhowe1@gmail.com or 604-274-4893.  

Hope to see you at the next meeting! 

Darlene 

Executive   General 
2020 
To Be Announced 
   

OPEN WORKSHOP 

SCHEDULE 2020 

Starting on Friday, August 7, you can return to the Studio to 
do lapidary, silversmithing, lost wax casting, and take out 
books and/or DVDs. This will continue every Friday unless 
otherwise noted. 
  
We are limited to a total of seven members in the studio 
during each session.  The first session is 9:00 am to 12:00 
noon and the second session is 12:00 noon to 3:00 pm.  To 
avoid disappointments or overcrowding of the Lapidary 
Studio, we ask you to send an email to Darlene at 
darhowe@shaw.ca to let us know if you plan to use the 
Studio.  Information on how and when to enter the Cultural 
Centre will then be sent to you. 


