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        May 2020 

PEBBLE PRESS 

R i c h m o n d  G e m  &  M i n e r a l  S o c i e t y ’ s  

 

Dear RGMS Members: 
 
As in the recent months, in keeping with health and safety 
measures necessitated by the pandemic, all club activities at 
the Cultural Centre continue to be suspended until further no-
tice. The workshop is also temporarily closed.  

In the meantime, your Executive remains committed to the 
raison-d’etre of the club by holding virtual meetings each 
month to discuss and stay informed of matters concerning the 
welfare of the club and its future. For now, the best we can do 
is to practise safe distancing and observe the recommenda-
tions by the health authorities. Look after each other! 

If you have ideas, experiences, photos, etc. to share via this 
newsletter, you are most welcome to submit them by email to 
me by the 10th of each month. 
 
Keep on rockin’ and Stay Safe, 
Sabrina Chen, Pebble Press Editor 
Email: turbosab@yahoo.ca 

Darlene and I have been collecting material for over fifteen 

years.  We have visited numerous rock shops and attended 

trade shows in Quartzite, Denver, Madras, and 

Richardson’s Ranch.  We have also participated in many 

Rendezvous weekends, Interior Zone field trips, and trips 

to the Fraser River.  Our accumulation of the material in 

the milk crates is due to a conversation with Frank Tierney.  

 

Frank advised us to collect at least one specimen of each 

type of rock or mineral, and then replace each specimen 

with a better quality piece when it became available.  The 

other contributing factor to the accumulation of material 

was the need to bring something home from a field trip, 

even if it was ‘leaverite’.  

Milk crates are the best vessels to hold rocks in since they 

do not hold water, they have handles, and are limited to 

how much volume you can store in each container.  During 

my reorganization of the crates, I was surprised by the 

number of them that contained Thundereggs.  My thought 

process dictated that I should go through each crate, 

remove the Thundereggs that were found and put them in 

other crates labeled Thundereggs.    

Why not put together a display of Thundereggs?  This 

should be easy to do since I have already done a partial 

display for the museum exhibit.  

Darlene and I have collected Thundereggs since our first 

trip to Madras.  Richardson’s Ranch retail store has 

numerous cut and polished Thundereggs for sale and after 

going through the showroom Darlene was hooked.  We 

were very excited by several examples of the patterns and 

colours Nature was able to produce, and we wanted to 

discover them too.  After finding a few Thundereggs in the 

wild, we then decided to take the easy way and buy them 

from different rock shops in towns we passed through.   

The next step was to cut them.  It’s not easy to cut a 

Thunderegg in half unless you do it by hand or you have a 

jig.  The jig proved to be the best tool for us and we 

started cutting.  It turns out that not all Thundereggs had 

beautiful patterns, colours, or crystals.  We discovered that 

the majority of the Thundereggs cut were mostly plain 

clear chalcedony, and 10 percent were silicated mud balls.  

CURRENT MATTERS 

Passing the Time: Creating a Display 

during the 

COVID-19 

Pandemic  
By George Howe  

 

Thanks to Corvid-19, 

and a commitment to 

do a display cabinet, I 

decided to look at the 

material that has been sitting in milk crates in my 

workshop to find a theme or two.  Doing a display may 

not be easy, but if you have been out rock hunting, 

making cabochons, or creating jewellery, and keeping 

them, then you have a collection that others may also 

enjoy.  Being able to display our specimens and works of 

art during our annual show or at the BC Gem Show may 

entice members of the general public to join our 

fraternity and help our hobby grow.   
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Cutting Thundereggs was like choosing from a box of 

chocolates, “you never know what you could get”.  

Did I say easy!  Not a chance, whole Thundereggs do not 

make a good display by themselves and I had to locate 

the Thundereggs that I had previously cut and put aside 

for my collection.  Eventually I found all the containers of 

cut Thundereggs, unwrapped each pair and placed them 

on my work bench.  I had to admit that these were nice 

looking Thundereggs with colours, patterns, and crystals, 

and that was the reason for setting them aside.  Most had 

been polished and ones that were not were set aside for 

future polishing. The difficult part was deciding which 

ones of the polished Thundereggs would go in the display.    

I also wanted to display some of the unpolished 

Thundereggs, but how do I polish them.  The fortunate 

part was that these Thundereggs were not solid but had 

crystal growth, and had a diameter of 6 inches or less.  

My first choice was using wet/dry sanding paper mounted 

on glass plates.  Warning! If you have any type of saw 

marks on the face you want to polish, prepare yourself 

for days of grinding by hand.  After checking that the 

Thunderegg faces were free from saw marks, I started 

with 220 grit paper to get a flat surface (remember to use 

water as this will limit your exposure to rock dust).  Once I 

was satisfied with the surface texture, I then polished 

using 400, 600, and 1200 grit sanding papers.  For the 

final polish I used tin oxide on leather.  It was physical 

work, but the results were very good.  

I had never considered using the 8 inch diamond wheels 

or buffing arbor at the workshop to do the polishing of 

the Thunderegg faces.  It was only after conversations 

with Harley regarding his techniques for polishing 

Thundereggs that I decided to use diamond wheels.  I 

used my own arbor and wheels to give it a try.  It’s not as 

easy as zip zip zip it’s done, but with practice it can work.   

 

To polish a solid filled Thunderegg, I first had to confirm 

that the surface to be polished had no saw marks, then I 

started with the 280 grit wheel and checked to ensure 

that the surface of the Thunderegg had uniform surface 

scratches before moving on to the 600 and 1200 grit 

wheels.  For the final polish I used the 3000 grit wheel.  

This method was the cleanest with no tin oxide to 

remove.  Just remember before you start polishing make 

sure the piece you are working on has no visual saw 

marks and protruding parts are removed.  You must also 

use a technique that prevents any sharp edges from 

Passing the Time: Creating a Display during the  

COVID-19 Pandemic — continued 

touching the surface of the polishing wheels as the sharp 

edge of the piece will act as a chisel and remove the 

diamonds from the wheel.  The results were also very good, 

but I had to repeat the polishing process many times since I 

missed areas that did not show up until after the 1200 grit 

stage.  

The next step was assembling the “Display”.  I marked each 

Thunderegg and found display stands for them.  I then 

marked out a 44 inch by 21 inch area and arranged the 

Thundereggs to fit the display area.  The last step was to 

packaged them and mark the containers I placed them in.  

Remember, rock is heavy, do not overload any container if 

you wish to move it.  

The best part of doing this work was getting to enjoy the 

Thundereggs and rock material that we have not seen in a 

while.  It also gave me the idea of doing a second display.  

Stay tuned, keep safe, and enjoy your rocks.  

George 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 Due to current conditions, many events that were planned well ahead 
have been either cancelled or postponed. For updates, go to 
www.belapidary.com and our club’s website at https://
richmondbclapidary.wordpress.com  

 The BCLS publishes a calendar each year, featuring 13 photographs of 
rocks and minerals from British Columbia and the dates of rock shows 
across the province. The photographs included are determined by way 
of contest. The contest is open to all BCLS members.  Enter for a chance 
to win one of 13 spots on our 2021 calendar. The prize for each photo 
chosen is a copy of the calendar and a lapidary item valued at not less 
than $20.  Contest closes Canada Day July 1st 2020.  See full contest 
rules on the BCLS website.  Remember, this calendar lists all the BCLS 
club shows.  Help make the calendar great! 
 
http://www.bclapidary.com/rock-mineral-calendar.php  

BCLS EVENTS & CALENDAR UPDATE 

https://bclapidary.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dca3433691ff359f6a1513a59&id=34a279382d&e=8d8b4c8bb3
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FUTURE MEETING PLANNER 

The workshop will be closed until further notice. 

STOCK UP NOW AND BEAT THE RUSH TO 
THE LAPIDARY WORKSHOP WHEN IT 

REOPENS 
 

STUDIO CASH VOUCHERS  
AVAILABLE  

Don’t have change for your Workshop fees?  
Five-dollar ($5.00) and Three-dollar ($3.00) cash 

vouchers are now available in strips of five.   
Contact George at:   

604-274-4893 or geohowe@shaw.ca  to order yours 

Executive Positions 2019/2020 

 
Immediate Past President 

Anthony Young 

President 
Russ Beuker 

Vice-President 
Anthony Young 

Secretary 
Livia Waterson 

Treasurer 
George Howe (Acting) 

Librarian 
Joan Turrell 

Social Convenor 
Karen Yurkovich 

Field Trip Coordinator 
Sandra Harrison 

Program Coordinator 
Harley Waterson 

Show Chairperson 
Lisa Kew 

Membership Chairperson 
Darlene Howe 

Publicity Coordinator 
Anita Wagstaff 

Ways & Means Coordinator 
Linda Boyce 

Pebble Press Editor 
Sabrina Chen 

Workshop Coordinator 
Gerry Hall 

Senior Society Delegate 
Darlene Howe 

 

Non-Executive Positions 2019/2020 
 

Intermediate Society Delegate Ben Ashrafi 

Junior Society Delegate Po Leung 

Contact at Large Darlene Howe 

Membership Assistant Dorreh Jahanshahi 

Ways & Means Assistant Joan Turrell 
 

Membership News 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please contact 
me at: darhowe1@gmail.com or 604-274-4893.  

Hope to see you at the next meeting! 

Darlene 

Executive   General 
2020 
To Be Announced 
   

OPEN WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 


