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        June 2019 

PEBBLE PRESS 

R i c h m o n d  G e m  &  M i n e r a l  S o c i e t y ’ s  

PROGRAM 

**CORRECTION: Our next General Meeting is on  

Tuesday June 18, 2019 at 6:30 pm 

If your last name starts with the letters M to Z, this is your turn to 
bring an item for the refreshment table; coffee, tea and punch will 
be served from 6:30 pm; please bring your own reuseable cups. 
Look forward to seeing you there! 

“The Colour Gold & More” 

(1) Bring in your Gold, Gold in quartz, Fool’s gold (pyrite) or 
anything else that is gold in color. That could be Gold Moss 
Agate, Goldstone, Golden rutile, etc.  
(2) You can also bring your Rendezvous treasures from two 
weekends ago.  
(3) Students who completed the recent Lost Wax Casting 
course are invited to bring their completed, or nearly-
completed creations and to share their experiences. 

SHOW & TELL 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Below are some upcoming events. Details on these and more 
shows and field trips can be found on the BC Lapidary Society 
web site at www.bclapidary.com  

July 7, 2019 Surrey Rockhound Club Summer Tailgate Sale  
July 19, 20 & 21, 2019 
Okanagan Gem Show by 1120 Rock Club of Kelowna, Vernon 
Lapidary & Mineral Club (Kelowna) 
August 17, 2019 
BCLS Interior Zone, Annual Tailgate Sale (Swanlake Nursery-
land, Vernon) For info, go to http://kelowna.rocks/tailgate/ 
October 8, 2019 
RGMS Boutique Table at Farmer’s Market (Richmond Cultural 
Centre Courtyard) 
October 26 & 27, 2019 
Port Moody Gem & Mineral Show 

“RENDEVOUS 2019” REPORT   By Harley Waterson 

This year’s Rendezvous was held on June 7, 8 and 9, based 
at the fairgrounds in Rock Creek, BC (just beyond 
Osoyoos). The town is quite small so most of the 
attendees were camping either in tents, trailers, or spread 
about the few motels and B&B rooms.  
 
About 180 people registered, and most people participat-
ed in the daily field trips. Many signed up for the Rock 
Candy mine for fluorite, and were actually oversub-
scribed. There was a trip for gold panning, dolomite, local 
mining tour to an old ore processing site and slag pile, and 
so on. On Friday night there was a pot-luck supper, Satur-
day evening there was the rock auction, followed on Sun-
day by a bucket raffle and beef dip dinner. The auction 
had 87 lots, including some mystery buckets. Lots of 
goodies to bid on, and the auction generated about 
$2,500 which helps to fund the event, and the host 
clubs. Also at the fairgrounds were some display cases, 
used equipment, book and t-shirt sales, and one of the 
dealers in the Okanagan had a booth. 
 
Overall, I would say that the Rendezvous event was a total 
success and hats off to the local club members who assist-
ed, and all the other volunteers who participated in any 
way. 
 

REPORT ON BC LAPIDARY SOCIETY’S ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING  By Harley Waterson    

The BCLS held its 2019 General Meeting at the conclusion 
of the Rendezvous event on June 9th. I represented the 
Richmond Gem and Mineral Society at the meeting. The 
main discussion points at the meeting were the BCLS fi-
nancials from 2018, and the review of the financials.  New 
information included a summary of the financials on the 
recent Abbotsford Gem show, which had just over 6,000 
paid attendees, and a net profit of $19,449, which is simi-
lar to the last few years’.  Not quite all receipts are in so 
there may be a small change in the bottom line. 
 
The next BCLS event is summer camp in Galloway, BC, 
between Creston and Fernie.  All club members are invit-
ed to register, and accommodations are still available to 
book. See the BCLS web page for additional info. 
 
...continued next page 

For our June meeting our original speaker is unavailable, so 

there will be a video presentation instead. 
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BCLS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (continued) 

A representative from the Gem and Mineral Federation of 
Canada also spoke for a few minutes during the 
meeting.  Note that the BC Lapidary Society belongs to 
the GMFC as well. Highlights are: 
- the Lethbridge club is hosting a national rock and gem 
show in October;  
- the GMFC also provides scholarships to students who 
are the children or grandchildren of club members; 
- the GMFC also has openings on the committee from BC; 
- the GMFC is nearing a release of a booklet on tumbling. 
For more information, go to: http://gmfc.rocks/  and  
http://gmfc.rocks/scholarship.html 
 
The BCLS executive also held an election of officers:  
Christine Laurin’s term is over, so she is now the Past 
President, and filling the role of President is Ted Abery of 
the Maple Ridge club.   Andrew Danneffel from Port 
Moody is now First Vice President, Linda Marcellet from 
Kokanee club is 2nd Vice President, and the 3rd VP position 
is open as there were no volunteers or nominations.  
Continuing as Treasurer is Craig McMorland from Port 
Moody, as is Linda Strand from Parksville as Recording 
secretary. Georgina Sellinger from Fraser Valley is again 
appointed Executive Secretary for the BCLS. 
  
The BCLS meeting also included a discussion that there 
are also scholarships available from the BCLS.   In both 
cases there are not many applicants, so chances are de-
cent for winning a scholarship.   
http://ww.bclapidary.com/earth-sciences-
scholarships.php 
  
As discussed at a previous BCLS meeting, there was a 
notice of motion that was distributed out to the member 
clubs for allocating BCLS funds to build new showcases for 
the Abbotsford Gem Show.  Our club did discuss this at a 
recent meeting, and our club’s decision was to support 
the motion for new showcases.  At this BCLS meeting the 
discussion was lengthy, and the motion was modified 
from, “allocating $48,000 to replace showcases over three 
years “, to “allocating $16,000 for the coming year for 
new showcases” with the intention of revisiting this topic 
next year.  The modified motion passed. 
 
The Rockhounder magazine still does not have a new 
editor, however two people have expressed interest, so 
we may have news to report soon. The annual calendar is 
in development for 2020, and the call for pictures from 
members is going to draw to a close soon.  Get your pic-
tures in!     http://www.bclapidary.com/rock-mineral-
calendar.php 
 

 

 

 

At a recent meeting, I noticed that some newer members 
were perhaps not familiar with the “Society” which we hear 
reports on during each meeting.  
 
Since I am a past member of the society 
executive and ex-president,  I thought I 
would write a quick summary on what the 
society is, and what the Society has done for 
you lately… 
 
As a newbie rockhound when I joined the Richmond Gem & 
Mineral club for the first time, I would hear about this myste-
rious “Society” that had something to do with the rock-

hounds, but was a very mysterious phantom 
bunch….I didn’t know the secret hand-
shake….Anyway, over time, I eventually 
found out who it was!  Just some more rock-
hounds! 
 

As a club member, you pay some annual dues to belong to 
the Richmond Rock & Gem Society.   In turn, each of the 
clubs in BC belongs to another group, the Lapidary Society of 
BC, and then the Lapidary Society of BC belongs to a national 
organization called the Gem & Mineral Federation of Cana-
da. 
 
The BC Lapidary Society is made up of a Presi-
dent, and three vice presidents, a treasurer, 
recording secretary, and an executive secre-
tary.   Once a year there is an election, and 
each person may stay in the same position for multiple 
years, usually two.   There is rotation of positions from  3rdVP , 

to 2ndVP, to 1st VP, then President ensuring that 
there is a new person added every year or two,  
plus the roles are changed up to prevent stag-
nation…..at least that’s the plan! 
 

At each Society General meeting, each club is able to send a 
representative to collect notes, and report back to his/her 
club, and also to vote on any motions brought up at 
meetings.    Each club gets one vote, same as 
each club member of the Richmond club gets a 
vote. 
 
The society executives are again volunteers for 
the positions from various clubs.  The responsibility of the 
“Society” is to perform functions on behalf of all of the clubs 
in BC. This includes things such as organizing Rendezvous, 
the Abbotsford Gem show, Summer Camp, and so on. 
 
More on this... 

? ? ? ? ? 

http://gmfc.rocks/
http://gmfc.rocks/scholarship.html
http://www.bclapidary.com/earth-sciences-scholarships.php
http://www.bclapidary.com/earth-sciences-scholarships.php
http://www.bclapidary.com/rock-mineral-calendar.php
http://www.bclapidary.com/rock-mineral-calendar.php
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? ? ? ? ? explained... 

And a quick note on the Gem & Mineral Federation of 
Canada….The GMFC is a national organization, which fo-
cuses its activities, and functions on behalf of all provin-
cial societies, such as negotiating better club insurance 
rates for all clubs across Canada.  Both the BC Society, and 
the GMFC  provide some student scholarships & bursa-
ries.  The GMFC also holds an annual show, somewhere in 
Canada. There are some BC club members in the GMFC. 
 

The monies that the BC Lapidary Society 
collects as a part of dues are used for the 
Gem Show, Rendezvous, supplies, insurance, 
showcases, the Rockhounder magazine, and 
other expenses. The society’s single biggest 
expense is the storage locker where the 

show case trailer, rock, files, and other items are stored.  
Monies that the society receives are the Club dues, Ab-
botsford show admissions, and rendezvous auction.   The 
Abbotsford Gem Show usually pays for itself, with a mod-
est profit, and the Rendezvous Auction revenue is shared 
with the local club which hosts rendezvous.   
 
So…..over the last few years that I have 
been involved with the Society, there have 
been a number of things that the society 
changed, and hopefully improved! 
 

Here’s a few that I remember from the last 
few years: 
---Added the Saturday “Tail-Gate” sale to the 
Abbotsford Gem Show 
---Improved the quality of the Rockhounder 
magazine 

---Built an improved web site, and e-mail communications 
---Added the “projector” and large screen at rendezvous 
for the rock auction, and running videos 
---Added the auction “paddles” for running a “tab” at the 
auction, instead of collecting cash immediately with each 
item.    
---Purchased a collection of rock to improve the materials 
on auction, lessening the dependence on donations at 
rendezvous. 
---Added an ATM to the gem show to allow people to 
access more cash to spend! 
---Society Calendar…highlights photos of BC rocks, and 
lists all the BC shows 
---Rockhounder Magazine.   This has been under produc-
tion for a few years.   The editors are always looking for 
articles, and sometimes we need to find new editors 
 
So that’s a quick summary of the Society, and some of the 
things that are handled by the volunteers in the society, 
and various committees.  
- Harley 

 BCLS has Equipment for Sale. See BCLS web 

site under “Classifieds” for details. 

 BCLS to collaborate with UBC Pacific 

Museum of Earth to include a display of 

mineral specimens supplied by members of 

the Society. Contact Harley Waterson for 

details. 

 The 2019 Winners of the Saul Bell Award in 

Jewellery Design have just been announced. 

To view the results and inspiring works, go to  

http://www.saulbellaward.com/winners-

2019 

 There is still time to submit your photos for 

the 2020 Amateur Photography Contest. 

Entries must be received by July 1, 2019. 

www.bclapidary.com 

 Rendezvous 2020 will be held in Quesnel, 

BC. Details to come. 

SOME ITEMS OF INTEREST... 

 

Red Rock Canyon, Alberta © M. Schmidt 

http://www.saulbellaward.com/winners-2019
http://www.saulbellaward.com/winners-2019
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RGMS OPEN WORKSHOP HOURS 

EFFECTIVE TO JUNE 2019 

Mondays  6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Tuesdays  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Thursdays  6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Saturdays  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
1st & 2nd  9:00 am - 3:00pm  
Sundays:  (except when classes are scheduled) 
*** SUMMER HOURS: The workshop will be open on Saturdays 
only in July & August 2019 from 9 am to 3 pm 
The workshop will be closed on the following dates: 
Monday, June 24   Maintenance 
Tuesday, June 25   Maintenance 

STUDIO CASH VOUCHERS  
NOW AVAILABLE  

Don’t have change for your Workshop fees?  
Five-dollar ($5.00) and Three-dollar ($3.00) cash vouchers 

are now available in strips of five.  Contact George at:   
604-274-4893 or geohowe@shaw.ca  to order yours. 

 * SKILL TRAINING *   If you are interested in helping 
others learn new club activities such as Rock Identification, 
Lapidary, Silversmithing, Carving, Micro mounting, Wire-
wrapping, Gem Tree making, and Lost Wax Casting, then 
please contact George Howe at 604-274-4893 or email  
geohowe@shaw.ca for information on setting up a program. 

Executive Positions 2018-2019 
 

Immediate Past President 
Anthony Young 

President 
Russ Beuker 

Vice-President 
Anthony Young 

Secretary 
Monica Grant 

Treasurer 
George Howe 

Librarian 
Joan Turrell 

Social Convenor 
Karen Yurkovich 

Field Trip Coordinator 
Anita Wagstaff 

Program Coordinator 
Harley Waterson 

Show Chairperson 
Lisa Kew 

Membership Chairperson 
Darlene Howe 

Publicity Coordinator 
Livia Waterson 

Ways & Means Coordinator 
Linda Boyce 

Pebble Press Editor 
Sabrina Chen 

Workshop Coordinator 
Gerry Hall 

Senior Society Delegate 
Sharon Hamlin 

 

Non-Executive Positions 2018-2019 
 

Intermediate Society Delegate TBA 

Junior Society Delegate Ben Ashrafi 

Contact at Large Darlene Howe 

Membership Assistant Dorreh Jahanshahi 

Ways & Means Assistant Joan Turrell 
 

Membership News 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please contact me 
at: darhowe1@gmail.com or 604-274-4893.  

Hope to see you at the next meeting! 

Darlene 

FUTURE MEETING PLANNER 

Executive   General 
Tuesday August 20  Tuesday August 27 (Election) 
Tuesday, September 17 Tuesday, September 24 
Tuesday, October 15 Tuesday, October 22 
Tuesday, November 19 Tuesday, November 26 
Tuesday, December 10 Tuesday, December 17 ((Social) 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Each year, the BC Lapidary Society awards two scholarships of 

$1,500 to undergraduate students attending an accredited 
university, college or technical school in Canada. Information 

and application through www.bclapidary.com or email 
info@bclapidary.com 
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RICHMOND GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
held on Tuesday, May 28, 2019 

Meeting called to order at 6:50 pm by Russ 
Beuker. Welcome to members and guests. 

  
Minutes: 
Passed Seconded Harley Waterson 
 
Correspondence: 
No Report 
  
Vice-President’s Report: 
No Report 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Program Report: 
Carl Shearer – Faceting 
Show and Tell: Faceted or Clear Stones 
Next Month – TBA 
 
Show Report: 
Revenue $2847 
Expenses $1572.55 
Net Profit $1274.45 
Competition Awards Handed out Congratulations 
Raffle Successful Revenue $830.42 
 
Workshop Report: 
Casting class making progress 
(tools materials ordered for class) 
 
Ways & Means Report: 
No Report 
  
Field Trip Report: 
No report 
  
Publicity Report: 
New Brochures 
Club web page views past 10,000 
 

Librarian Report: 
No report 
 
Pebble Press Report: 
Book recommendations wanted for Pebble Press 
 
 

Social Convenor: 
No report 
 
Membership Report: 
Attendance =32 
Guest = 1 
 
Senior Delegate Report: 
June 9 meeting Rock Creek 
  
President’s Report: 
No Report 
 
Old Business: 
Linda attended Resident Art Meeting – senior 
building becoming Cultural Centre Annex – move 
in summer 2020 
Storage space returning to club 
Children’s’ program – Intro to Rock and Mineral 
coming November 
Abbotsford Show revenue $20,000 
 
New Business: 
Maritime Festival July 27/28 
Faceting Machine for sale $1900 
June meeting 1 week earlier 
Field Trips Summer Camp August 3-10 Galloway 
BC 
70th Madras  Pow Wow Oregon 
June 1&2 Doors Open Cultural Centre 
 
Next Executive Meeting:  
TBA  
Next Regular Meeting:  
TBA 
  
Meeting Adjourned at 7:32PM. 
  


