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        May 2019 

PEBBLE PRESS 

R i c h m o n d  G e m  &  M i n e r a l  S o c i e t y ’ s  

PROGRAM 

Our next General Meeting is on  

Tuesday May 28, 2019 at 6:30 pm 

If your last name starts with the letters A to L, this is your turn to 
bring an item for the refreshment table; coffee, tea and punch will 
be served from 6:30 pm; please bring your own reuseable cups. 
Look forward to seeing you there! 

“Faceted & Clear Stones” 

The May Show and Tell will be on faceted stones, and any 

other clear stones; or clear, see-through stones with 

inclusions. Examples of clear stones would be Clear Quartz, 

Citrine, Smoky Quartz, Topaz, White Sapphires, etc. 

Inclusions could be Quartz with Rutile, Quartz with 

Tourmaline, Quartz with Chlorite. As a BONUS, you will find 

a fascinating article on Aura Quartz in this newsletter. 

SHOW & TELL 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Below are some upcoming events. Details on these and more 
shows and field trips can be found on the BC Lapidary Society 
web site at www.bclapidary.com  

June 1 & 2, 2019 Kootenay Gem, Mineral, Fossil Show & Sale 
(Castlegar) 
June 1 & 2, 2019 Ripple Rock Gem & Mineral Club Show  
(Campbell River) 
June 7 to 9, 2019 Rendezvous 2019 (Rock Creek) Register by 
May 24 for Sunday’s meal 
July 7, 2019 Surrey Rockhound Club Annual Summer Tailgate 
Sale 
July 19, 20 & 21, 2019 
Okanagan Gem Show by 1120 Rock Club of Kelowna, Vernon 
Lapidary & Mineral Club (Kelowna) 

SHOW WRAP UP REPORT 

“MIRABILIA”: OUR ANNUAL SHOW & 
SALE HELD ON MAY 4 & 5, 2019 

This year’s show and sale plus Lapidary 
Competition was a resounding success, 
thanks to all the volunteers for their 
hard work which involved numerous 
hours, days, and months of brainstorm-
ing sessions, planning, coordinating of 

services, promotional materials, carrying out public rela-
tions, selling of raffle tickets, etc. etc. Not to mention the 
organizing, transporting, set-up and tear-down, refresh-
ment services, interior and exterior signage, hosting, and 
all the behind-the-scene details that are required to run 
such an event!  

The other key to this successful event belongs to all the 
club members and guest vendors who provided a major 
draw for the crowds with their 
impressive array of gem and min-
eral specimens, jewellery crea-
tions, and other lapidary art.  

 

 

 
Strategically-positioned Membership 
Table, and displays of a Fluorescence, 
Gold Panning, Roll the Dice, Barrel 
Draw, and Spin To Win games rounded 

out the milieu.  
 

 

For our May meeting we have lined up Carl Shearer  from the 

Maple Ridge Club to tell us all about FACETING. 
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SHOW WRAP UP REPORT  continued 
 
 
Highlighting the Atrium area was an amazing line-up of 
showcases displaying unique art created by several of our 
very own club members, namely Sharon, Arn, Harley, Livia, 
George, Darlene, and Dorreh. BRAVO! 

Yet another showcase greeted our visitors at the en-
trance: The Raffle Prizes! The draw was made on May 
7th and below are the lucky winners: 

1ST PRIZE:  Petrified Wood Decor, Ticket # 19-0138  
Arn Hamelin 

2nd PRIZE:  Nephrite Jade Décor, Ticket # 19-0254 
Paula Zanardo 

3rd PRIZE:  Sterling Silver Bracelet, Ticket # 19-0269  
Robert Morgan 

4th PRIZE:  Labradorite Pendant, Ticket# 19-0257  
Paula Zanardo 

5th PRIZE:  Petrified Wood Specimen, Ticket# 19-0401  
Samantha Bookal 

6th PRIZE:  Glass Pendant, Ticket# 19-0291  
Jackson Chan  

AND THAT’S NOT ALL... 
 

We wish to extend our sincere thanks to Geoff of the Port 
Moody Rockhounders for being the judge of this year’s 
Cab Competition. Congratulations to all the winners! 

Novice Winner:  Sandra H, Sillimanite 30x40mm 
 
Non-Novice Participation Winner:  George H,  Sonoran 
Dendritic Rhyolite 30x40mm 
 
Non-Novice Participation:  Darlene H, White Plume Agate 
30x40mm 
 
Non-Novice 1st Place:  Lisa K, Golden Plume/Graveyard 
Plume Agate 30x40 
 
Non-Novice 2nd Place:  Harley W, Bloodstone Jasper 
30x22mm 
 
Non-Novice 3rd Place: Gerry H, Graveyard Plume Agate 
30x40mm 

2019 CAB COMPETITION RESULTS 
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SHOW WRAP UP REPORT  continued 

“It was my pleasure to be the Show Chairperson this year. 
I look forward to organizing next year’s show with all your 
help and support and I value any feedback or comments 

you may have to make next year’s show even better!” 
Sincerely, 
Lisa Kew 

2019 RGMS Rock and Gem Show Chairperson 

“That was good fun!”  
- Russ 
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BONUS FEATURE: What is Aura Quartz? 

This article is derived from an emailed article provided by The Gem Shop www.thegemshop.com 

Aura Quartz is quartz is metal-coated crystals. The natural surface of the crystal, commonly quartz, has been coated 

with metal(s) to give it its trademark iridescent metallic sheen. The most well known Aura Quartz include Aqua Aura, 

Angel Aura, Rainbow, Golden Aura, Ruby Aura, and Apple Aura Quartzes. Aura Quartz began gaining popularity 

amongst spiritual healers in the 1980s. Most healers these days still prefer to use natural unaltered crystals and stones, 

but some make exceptions for Aura Quartzes. 

 

Aura Quartz crystals are created in a vacuum chamber from quartz and metal vapor using a process called vapor depo-

sition. First, the quartz is heated to 871 degrees Celsius (1600 degrees F) in a vacuum, and then the metal vapor is add-

ed to the chamber. The atoms fuse to the crystal’s surface giving it the metallic sheen. Aura Quartz coatings include, 

gold, indium, titanium, and copper, along with other metals. Rainbow Aura Quartz uses titanium to coat the surface of 

the crystal. Using a method called magnetron ionization; titanium is fused to the crystal’s surface using the natural 

electrostatic charges of the crystal. The rainbow effect is created as the result of optical interference produced by the 

layers of titanium. Very little heat is used in the process of creating Aura Quartz so the integrity of the crystal is pre-

served and the crystal does not become brittle or prone to breakage.  

Types of Aura Quartz 

Angel Aura Quartz: Angel Aura Quartz carries a very loving and sweet energy, stimulating the spirit and elevating one’s 

mood. Angel Aura assists in recognizing beauty, from Nature and Spirit, from within, and in others. Use Angel Aura for 

loving communications, in romantic pursuits, in caring for children and the aged, and in all healing situations. It is great 

for anxiety, panic attacks, and phobias. 

 

Aqua Aura Quartz: Aqua Aura Quartz is named for its blue coloring similar to aquamarine. It is coated using gold, and is 

the most well-known and used of the Aura Quartz family. It is said that Aqua Aura Quartz is good for calming and relax-

ing the emotional body, soothing anger and releasing stress. When worn it is said to help shine a light on the wearer’s 

inner beauty, attract wealth and success, relieve depression and anxiety, and create peace with oneself and one’s sur-

roundings. Aqua Aura combines well with Amethyst, Moldavite, Iolite, Citrine, and Chrysoprase. 

 

Golden Aura Quartz: Golden Aura Quartz is also known as Imperial Gold Quartz. It is coated with a combination of iron 

and titanium to give it its golden rainbow sheen. It is said that Golden Quartz aids in the development of generosity 

and compassion, wards against self sabotage behaviors, and helps with the stomach and digestive system. Golden 

Quartz combines well with Ocean Jasper, Angel Aura Quartz, Danburite, and Golden Labradorite. 

 

Cobalt Aura Quartz - Clear Quartz bonded with Cobalt; exhibits vivid shades of metallic blue, violet and gold mixed. It is 

an excellent aid to creativity and is especially good for decorating the home or adding variety in cooking. Cobalt Aura is 

said to remove the constraints of self-expression that may hold one back in life, relationships or the workplace.  

 

Rose Aura Quartz: Rose Aura Quartz is clear quartz bonded with Platinum, sometimes with additional Gold or Silver; 

exhibits a lovely raspberry rose metallic sheen. Rose Aura Quartz is said to help in removing deeply held doubts about 

self-worth, body image issues, abuse, or who have been deserted or rejected in love, and the onset of puberty. 

 

Rainbow Aura Quartz: Rainbow Aura Quartz is known for its intense rainbow metallic sheen, created by titanium 

coating. It is said that Rainbow Quartz is good for dysfunctional relationships. It helps realize the negative emotions 

within the relationship and brings them to the surface to be addressed. As a result the relationship can become health-

ier. Rainbow Aura Quartz combines well with Amethyst, Citrine, Lapis, Onyx, and Rose Quartz.  
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RGMS OPEN WORKSHOP HOURS 

EFFECTIVE TO JUNE 2019 

Mondays  6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Tuesdays  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Thursdays  6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Saturdays  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
1st & 2nd  9:00 am - 3:00pm  
Sundays:  (except when classes are scheduled) 
SUMMER HOURS: The workshop will be open on Saturdays 
only in July & August 2019 from 9 am to 3 pm 
The workshop will be closed on the following dates: 
Monday, May 20  Victoria Day 
Monday, June 24   Maintenance 
Tuesday, June 25   Maintenance 
Thursday, June 27 Maintenance 

STUDIO CASH VOUCHERS  
NOW AVAILABLE  

Don’t have change for your Workshop fees?  
Five-dollar ($5.00) and Three-dollar ($3.00) cash vouchers 

are now available in strips of five.  Contact George at:   
604-274-4893 or geohowe@shaw.ca  to order yours. 

 * SKILL TRAINING *   If you are interested in helping 
others learn new club activities such as Rock Identification, 
Lapidary, Silversmithing, Carving, Micro mounting, Wire-
wrapping, Gem Tree making, and Lost Wax Casting, then 
please contact George Howe at 604-274-4893 or email  
geohowe@shaw.ca for information on setting up a program. 

Executive Positions 2018-2019 
 

Immediate Past President 
Anthony Young 

President 
Russ Beuker 

Vice-President 
Anthony Young 

Secretary 
Monica Grant 

Treasurer 
George Howe 

Librarian 
Joan Turrell 

Social Convenor 
Karen Yurkovich 

Field Trip Coordinator 
Anita Wagstaff 

Program Coordinator 
Harley Waterson 

Show Chairperson 
Lisa Kew 

Membership Chairperson 
Darlene Howe 

Publicity Coordinator 
Livia Waterson 

Ways & Means Coordinator 
Linda Boyce 

Pebble Press Editor 
Sabrina Chen 

Workshop Coordinator 
Gerry Hall 

Senior Society Delegate 
Sharon Hamlin 

 

Non-Executive Positions 2018-2019 
 

Intermediate Society Delegate TBA 

Junior Society Delegate Ben Ashrafi 

Contact at Large Darlene Howe 

Membership Assistant Dorreh Jahanshahi 

Ways & Means Assistant Joan Turrell 
 

Membership News 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please contact me 
at: darhowe1@gmail.com or 604-274-4893.  

Hope to see you at the next meeting! 

Darlene 

FUTURE MEETING PLANNER 

Executive   General 
Tuesday May 21, 2019 Tuesday May 28, 2019 
*the dates of the June meetings will be announced as 
soon as possible 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Each year, the BC Lapidary Society awards two scholarships of 

$1,500 to undergraduate students attending an accredited 
university, college or technical school in Canada. Information 

and application through www.bclapidary.com or email 
info@bclapidary.com 
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RICHMOND GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

held on Tuesday, February 26, 2019 
 

Meeting was called to order at 6:58 pm by Russ 
Beuker. Welcome to members and guests. 
  
Minutes: 
The minutes of the March 26, 2019 meeting were  
approved as received. 
 
Correspondence: 
No Report. 
  
Vice-President’s Report: 
No Report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Received. 
 
Program Report: 
Guest Speaker Erica Williams from the Port Moody 
club gave a presentation on “Ores to Products”. 
Garnets & Yellow-coloured rocks were the features of 
this month’s Show and Tell.  
 
Show Report: 
Newsletter on the May 4 & 5, 2019 Richmond Gem & 
Mineral Society “Mirabilia” show has been distributed. 
All club members are invited to send in their contest 
pieces. There will be a Boutique table at the show for 
rock- and gem-related pieces made by members who 
wish to sell them, as well as a Garage Sale table for 
lapidary-based creations. 
 
Workshop Report: 
Sign up for the Michael Hill Wire Wrapping Course 
soon. Four new wheels were recently installed. 
 
Ways & Means Report: 
Full table. 
  
Field Trip Report: 
Remember to check out the BC Lapidary Society’s web-
site which contains full listing of field trips and events 
in BC.  
  
Publicity Report: 
The Treasurer received $300 in cash from raffle ticket 
sales collected to date, for deposit into the club’s  
account. 
 
Librarian Report: 
No report. 

Pebble Press Report: 
All members are invited to submit articles of interest to 
the editor by the second week of each month. 
 
Social Convenor: 
No Report. 
 
Membership Report: 
Attendance =37 
Guest =1 
  
Senior Delegate Report: 
The BC Lapidary Society’s cases need to be replaced. 
Following discussion, it was MOVED and SECONDED 
that the Richmond Gem & Mineral Society gives its 
approval in principal for the BC Lapidary Society to 
move forward on obtaining new cases based on the 
BCLS’ proposed budget. MOTION CARRIED. 

  
President’s Report: 
No Report 
 
Old Business: 
The club’s first children’s program on introductory  
lapidary and silversmithing held recently was well  
received. Tuesday Farmers’ Market at the Cultural Cen-
tre Courtyard resumes this month. We have 2 bookings  
in the next weeks. 
 
New Business: 
The City of Richmond is interested in running a Fall 
children’s program. Details pending. 
 
Next Executive Meeting:  
Tuesday May 21, 2019 
  
Next Regular Meeting:  
Tuesday, May 28, 2019 
  
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 


