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Next Executive Meeting 
Tuesday, June 21, 2016 at 7:00 PM 

NOTICE BOARD 

  

Richmond Gem and Mineral Society’s 

PEBBLE PRESS 
For June 2016 

 
 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday, June 28, 2016 

6:45 pm start 
 

PROGRAM 
 

To be announced 
 

SHOW & TELL 

 

To be announced 
 

REFRESHMENT TABLE 
 

If your last name starts with the following letter, then it is your 
turn to bring a finger food or other type of snack for the refresh-
ment table:   
 

L, M, N, O, P, Q, R, S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, & Z 
 

If possible, please bring your own cup to drink from. 

Workshop Calendar 
April to June 2016 

Lapidary Studio 

“Renovations Have Started” 

 

Ceiling tiles have been removed to provide access for the 
ventilation systems, the sink area has been dismantled, 
and the capping off of the water has began. 

 

Before we can do any more work to “Refresh” the Lapi-
dary Studio,  we need to wait for the renovations to be 
completed.  To make the Lapidary Studio usable the lapi-
dary arbors need to be completed, the storage cabinets 
need to be labeled and tidied up to hold the materials and 
equipment required for the various activities we do, and 
the soldering stations in both the silversmithing room and 
lapidary studio need to be set-up. 

“Maritime Festival” 
August 6 & 7 

 
The start of the new year’s presentations.  This is an excel-
lent opportunity to showcase our club to people who live 
in Richmond.   
 
The Boutique Table will allow our members to sell their 
excess handcrafted works of art as well as their completed 
cabochons, rough rock, minerals, and slabs.  The Boutique 
Table would also be used to highlight the various activities 
that club members do.   
 
“Trivia Spin and Win” will be a major attraction and prizes 
will be given to visitors who correctly answer the question.  
Demonstrations of Lapidary, Silversmithing, and rock 

identification should take place.  Volunteers are required 
to help demonstrate and promote our club. 
 
 
 

“Doors Open” 
June 4 & 5 

 

Over 250 guests visited our club’s showcase presentation 
in the Atrium.  They were treated to demonstrations of 
silversmithing and rock identification.  Displays on cabo-
chon making, mineral collecting, and finished craftwork 
received favourable responses from our guests.  Best of 
all was “Trivia Spin & Win” where everyone had a 
chance to win, but not before they had to correctly answer 
one trivia question.  Several guests enjoyed it so much 
they actually tried many questions before they got one 
right.  

http://www.quantcast.com/p-9eJ8k4iSzux46
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General 
Meeting 

 

 

Month 
 

Executive  
Meeting 

Tuesday the 24th May Tuesday the 17th. 7:00 pm 

Tuesday the 28th June Tuesday the 21st. 7:00 pm 

Tuesday the 23rd August Tuesday the 16th. 7:00 pm 

 

FUTURE MEETING PLANNER 
2016 

Executive Positions 
2015-2016 

 

President 
Anthony Young 

 

Vice-President 
Office to be filled 

 

Secretary 
Jan McRobb 

 

Treasurer 
George Howe 

 

Program Chairperson 
Livia Waterson 

 

Show Chairperson 
Lisa Kew 

 

Workshop Chairperson 
Lui Porc 

 

Ways & Means Chairperson 
Linda Boyce 

 

Field Trip Chairperson 
Harley Waterson 

 

Publicity Chairperson 
Natalie Helmstetter 

 

Librarian 
Kay Eichacker 

 

Pebble Press Editor 
Eugenia Kurganska 

 

Social Convenor 
Bellamy Ho 

 

Membership Chairperson 
Darlene Howe 

 

Senior Delegate 
Sharon Hamelin 

 

Past President 
Bob Gregory 

 

Non-Executive Positions 
 

Contact at Large 
Darlene Howe 

 

Intermediate Delegate 
Darlene Howe 

 

Junior Delegate 
Arn Hamelin 

 

Workshop Assistants 
George Howe 
Tom Braund 

 

Membership Assistant 
Dorreh Jahanshahi 

 

Ways & Means Assistant 
Joan Turrell 

BCLS Calendar Photo Contest 

 
Found a great rock?  Want to share it with others?  Like winning prizes?  Then enter the BCLS 
2017 Calendar Photo Contest.  The contest entry deadline is June 30th, 2016. 
 
Contact Denise Cullen, BCLS Calendar Coordinator at denisecullen@telus.net or 604-944-

4842 for further information, or http://www.bclapidary.com/2017%20Calendar%20Contest.pdf 

                             Top 5 Rarest Gemstones 
 
Gemstones have always been prized throughout history. Today, we think of precious stones 
like diamonds, emeralds and rubies as the most valuable gemstones in the world. However, 
there are so many gemstones that are even more rare and, of course, more valuable. Well, ex-
cept for maybe the rarest diamond. Check out these 10 incredibly rare and insanely expensive 
gems below. 
 
5. Alexandrite 
This stone, named after Tsar Alexander II, was thought to be mined out of the Ural Moun-
tains. Though new deposits of the mineral have been found in East Africa, Sri Lanka and Bra-
zil, the price hasn’t decreased for this color-changing stone. 
Alexandrite can cost up to $12,000 per carat. 
 
4. Jadeite 
Not to be confused with Jade, Jadeite is much more rare and thus much more valuable. This 
stone is found mainly in Myanmar and is best as a deep and translucent green. 
This gemstone, when real, will cost about $20,000 per carat. 
 
3. Musgravite 
Musgravite is so rare, it was once thought to only be found in Southern Australia. More re-
cently this gem has been found in Greenland, Antarctica, Sri Lanka, Madagascar and Tanza-
nia. Although a few more deposits have been found, the limited quantity makes this rare gem 
extremely valuable. 
The market price of this gemstone is $35,000 per carat. 
 
2. Painite 
For a very long time, gemologists thought there were only about two occurrences of painite 
ever, making it the world’s rarest gemstone. Now, more painite has been found. However, the 
likelihood of finding it on the market is rare. 
If you should find the chance to buy this gemstone, it will cost you between $50,000-60,000 
per carat. 
 
1. Pink Star Diamond 
A list of expensive rocks wouldn’t be complete without a diamond. Specifically, the pink star 
diamond is 59.6 carats and was mined in South Africa. This humongous diamond sold for 
$83,187,381 — more than any other gemstone ever. 
For the sake of comparison, this would put the stone at $1,395,761 per carat. 

javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','denisecullen@telus.net');
http://www.bclapidary.com/2017%20Calendar%20Contest.pdf


 

 

 Pebble Press June 2016 Page 3 

 

British Columbia Lapidary Society’s  
Wagonmasters’ Fieldtrips 

    
Most of the trips are rain or shine.  
 
Trips are typically 2-3 hours of collecting; you are wel-
come to continue hunting.  
 
Food, it would be good to bring some snacks such as 
granola bars, sandwich, water, hot beverages on cold 
days. 
 
Layered clothing, bring rain wear in case it starts to rain 
& hat to avoid sun stroke. Hiking boots with ankle sup-
port are recommended, do not wear street shoes, runners, 
and other soft shoes without ankle support or tread for 
walking on slippery rocks. Don't forget insect repellent, 
and sunscreen. 

ALWAYS: arrive well in advance of time with vehicles 
fueled full. 

 

Annual Rock & Gem Shows 2016 
For details go to www.bclapidary.com 

June 25 & 
26, 2016  
 

HASTINGS CENTRE ROCKHOUNDS 
- 3096 E Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC 
Saturday 10:00am - 5:00pm 
Sunday 10:00am - 5:00pm  

July 8 & 
10, 2016  

COWICHAN VALLEY ROCK-
HOUND CLUB - Camp Creina 
Duncan, BC  

July 16 & 
17, 2016  

GEM & MINERAL FEDERATION OF 
CANADA 
 10th Annual Okanagan Gem Show  
- 3270 Berry Road, Winfield, BC  
Saturday 9:00am - 5:00pm 
Sunday 10:00am - 4:00pm  

July 17, 
2016  

SURREY ROCKHOUND CLUB 
Tailgate Sale 
July 17, 2016 
Sullivan Hall 
6306 152 Street, Surrey, BC  
Dealer registration: contact Rita at 
ritrr@shaw.ca 

                                           Upcoming Trips  

June 26, 2016, Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 
Agates - Sacum Creek Near  Boston Bar  
Collecting can be float or for the eager rockhounds, agates can be broken out of the host basalts. 
Tools: hammer, chisels, carrying container for specimens. 
Gravel, logging roads, easily passable by any vehicle with some clearance.  
Bring a lunch, snacks, water. 
Meeting Place: Fas Gas Plus station 48165 Trans Canada Highway, Boston Bar, BC 
Wagonmaster: Trevor Christie - email bcrockhunter@yahoo.ca or phone: 604-794-3668  

July 10, 2016, Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 
Leaf & possible Insect Fossils Near  Pr inceton - Black Mine Road 
Broken shale pieces containing leaves or insects.  
Tools: wrapping materials for the shale pieces. Use ink-free papers, carrying container for specimens. 
Gravel roads, easily passable by any vehicle.  
Bring a lunch, snacks, water. 
Keep in mind it is some distance from Vancouver to Princeton - be early. 
Meeting Place: A&W - 235 Highway #3, Princeton, BC 
Wagonmaster: Trevor Christie - email bcrockhunter@yahoo.ca or phone: 604-794-3668  

August 21, 2016, Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 
Agates - Lightning Ridge Near  Boston Bar  
Collecting can be float or for the eager rockhounds, agates can be broken out of the host basalts. 
Tools: hammer, chisels, carrying container for specimens. 
Roads are rough, easily passable by any vehicle with some clearance.  
Bring a lunch, snacks, water. 
Meeting Place: Fas Gas Plus station 48165 Trans Canada Highway, Boston Bar, BC 
Wagonmaster: Trevor Christie - email bcrockhunter@yahoo.ca or phone: 604-794-3668  

mailto:bcrockhunter@yahoo.ca%20
mailto:bcrockhunter@yahoo.ca%20
mailto:bcrockhunter@yahoo.ca%20
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June has three traditional birthstones – pearl, moonstone, and Alexandrite.  
 

Pearl 

Unlike most gemstones that are found within the 
Earth, pearls have an organic origin. They are created 
inside the shells of certain species of oysters and 
clams. Some pearls are found naturally in mollusks 
that inhabit the sea or freshwater settings such as riv-
ers. However, many pearls today are cultured-raised in 
oyster farms that sustain a thriving pearl industry. 
Pearls are made mostly of aragonite, a relatively soft 
carbonate mineral (CaCO3) that also makes up the 
shells of mollusks. 

A pearl is created when a very small fragment of rock, 
a sand grain, or a parasite enters the mollusk’s shell. It 
irritates the oyster or clam, who responds by coating 
the foreign material with layer upon layer of shell ma-
terial. Pearls formed on the inside of the shell are usu-
ally irregular in shape and have little commercial val-
ue. However, those formed within the tissue of the 
mollusk are either spherical or pear-shaped, and are 
highly sought out for jewelry. 

Pearls possess a uniquely delicate translucence and luster that place them among the most highly valued of gemstones. 
The color of the pearl depends very much on the species of mollusk that produced it, and its environment. White is per-
haps the best-known and most common color. However, pearls also come in delicate shades of black, cream, gray, 
blue, yellow, lavender, green, and mauve. Black pearls can be found in the Gulf of Mexico and waters off some islands 
in the Pacific Ocean. The Persian Gulf and Sri Lanka are well-known for exquisite cream-colored pearls called Orien-
tals. Other localities for natural seawater pearls include the waters off the Celebes in Indonesia, the Gulf of California, 
and the Pacific coast of Mexico. The Mississippi River and forest streams of Bavaria, Germany, contain pearl-
producing freshwater mussels. 

Japan is famous for its cultured pearls. Everyone familiar with jewelry has heard of Mikimoto pearls, named after the 
creator of the industry, Kokichi Mikimoto. Cultured pearls are bred in large oyster beds in Japanese waters. An 
“irritant,” such as a tiny fragment of mother-of-pearl, is introduced into the fleshy part of two- to three-year-old oys-
ters. The oysters are then grown in mesh bags submerged beneath the water and regularly fed for as long as seven to 
nine years before being harvested to remove their pearls. Cultured pearl industries are also carried out in Australia and 
equatorial islands of the Pacific. 

The largest pearl in the world is believed to be about three inches long and two inches across, weighing one-third of a 
pound. Called the Pearl of Asia, it was a gift from Shah Jahan of India to his favorite wife, Mumtaz, for whom he also 
built the Taj Mahal. 

La Peregrina (the Wanderer) is considered by many experts to be the most beautiful pearl. It was said to be originally 
found by a slave in Panama in the 1500s, who gave it up in return for his freedom. In 1570, the conquistador ruler of 
the area sent the pearl to King Philip II of Spain. This pear-shaped white pearl, one and a half inches in length, hangs 
from a platinum mount studded with diamonds. The pearl was passed to Mary I of England, then to Prince Louis Napo-
leon of France. He sold it to the British Marquis of Abercorn, whose family kept the pearl until 1969, when they of-
fered it for sale at Sotheby’s. Actor Richard Burton bought it for his wife, Elizabeth Taylor. 

Birthstone of The Month (credit to earthsky.org ) 
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 Moonstone 
June’s second birthstone is the moonstone. Moonstones are believed to be named for the bluish white spots within 
them, that when held up to light project a silvery play of color very much like moonlight. When the stone is moved 
back and forth, the brilliant silvery rays appear to move about, like moonbeams playing over water. 

This gemstone belongs to the family of minerals called feldspars, an 
important group of silicate minerals commonly formed in rocks. 
About half the Earth’s crust is composed of feldspar. This mineral 
occurs in many igneous and metamorphic rocks, and also constitutes 
a large percentage of soils and marine clays. 

Rare geologic conditions produce gem varieties of feldspar such as 
moonstone, labradorite, amazonite, and sunstone. They appear as 
large clean mineral grains, found in pegmatites (coarse-grained igne-
ous rock) and ancient deep crustal rocks. Feldspars of gem quality 
are aluminosilicates (minerals containing aluminum, silicon and oxy-
gen), that are mixed with sodium and potassium. The best moon-
stones are from Sri Lanka. They are also found in the Alps, Madagas-
car, Myanmar (Burma), and India. 

The ancient Roman natural historian, Pliny, said that the moonstone changed in appearance with the phases of the 
moon, a belief that persisted until the sixteenth century. The ancient Romans also believed that the image of Diana, 
goddess of the moon, was enclosed within the stone. Moonstones were believed to have the power to bring victory, 
health, and wisdom to those who wore it. 

In India, the moonstone is considered a sacred stone and often displayed on a yellow cloth – yellow being considered a 
sacred color. The stone is believed to bring good fortune, brought on by a spirit that lives within the stone. 
 
Alexandrite  
June’s third birthstone is the alexandrite. Alexandrite possesses an 
enchanting chameleon-like personality. In daylight, it appears as a 
beautiful green, sometimes with a bluish cast or a brownish tint. 
However, under artificial lighting, the stone turns reddish-violet or 
violet. 

Alexandrite belongs to the chrysoberyl family, a mineral called 
beryllium aluminum oxide in chemistry jargon, that contains the 
elements beryllium, aluminum and oxygen (BeAl2O4). It is a hard 
mineral, only surpassed in hardness by diamonds and corundum 
(sapphires and rubies). The unusual colors in alexandrite are at-
tributed to the presence of chromium in the mineral. Chrysoberyl 
is found to crystallize in pegmatites (very coarse-grained igneous 
rock, crystallized from magma) rich in beryllium. They are also found in alluvial deposits – weathered pegmatites, con-
taining the gemstones, that are carried by rivers and streams. 

Alexandrite is an uncommon stone, and therefore very expensive. Sri Lanka is the main source of alexandrite today, 
and the stones have also been found in Brazil, Madagascar, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, and Myanmar (Burma). Synthetic 
alexandrite, resembling a reddish-hued amethyst with a tinge of green, has been manufactured but the color change 
seen from natural to artificial lighting cannot be reproduced. Such stones have met with only marginal market success 
in the United States. 

The stone is named after Prince Alexander of Russia, who was to become Czar Alexander II in 1855. Discovered in 
1839 on the prince’s birthday, alexandrite was found in an emerald mine in the Ural Mountains of Russia. 

Birthstone of The Month (credit to earthsky.org ) 
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Minutes of the May 24, 2016 General Meeting 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Anthony Young 
Welcome to new members: Tina, Serena and friends 
 
Minutes: 
Chair moved to accept minutes as posted in Pebble Press. 
Motion passed. 
 
Correspondence: 
None 
 
Vice-President’s Report: 
Hello from Adam. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
George sent his regrets.  No report. 
 
Program Report: 
Tonight: Gems and minerals with optical effects 
 
Show Chairperson’s Report: 
 
 Committee met on Saturday. 
 This year’s show netted $2,393.20.  Door donations: 

$921.80.  Silent Auction: $560.00.  Spin & Win / Roll 
the Dice: $280.00.  Boutique Table: $329.50.  Table 
rentals: $1,402.50. 

 
Workshop: 
Contractors should be completed by the end of June. 
 
Ways & Means: 
Plenty of prizes. 
 
Field Trip Report: 
See BCLS’s website for  scheduled field tr ips 
 
Publicity Report: 
No report 
 
Librarian Report: 
No report 
 
Pebble Press: 
No report 
 
Social Convenor: 
Lisa Kew filling in for Bellamy. 
 
Membership: 
28 members signed in. 
 

Senior Delegate Report: 
No report 
 
Art Council Report 
Grace and Anthony to go to the resident artists meeting 
here on Thursday. 
 
President’s Report: 
Motion made by Anthony to hold the executive elections 
in August rather than June due to the absence of many 
members going to Madras.  Arn seconded the motion.  
Motion: Passed (unanimous) 
 
Old Business: 
None 
 
New Business: 
None 
 
Show & Tell: 
Gems and minerals with optical effects. 
 
Next Executive Meeting:  
 
Tuesday, June 21, 2016 
 
Next General Meeting:  
 
Tuesday, June 28, 2016 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:25 PM. 
 

 

RICHMOND GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
Minutes of the General Meeting held on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 


