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Next Executive Meeting 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at 7:00 PM 

NOTICE BOARD 

 

 

Richmond Gem and Mineral Society’s 

PEBBLE PRESS 
For December 2015 

 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday, December 22, 2015 
6:45 pm start 

 

PROGRAM 

Christmas Social 

 

SHOW & TELL 
 

Timed Silent Auction 

 

REFRESHMENT TABLE 
 

Christmas Social is an event when everyone contributes to 

the refreshment table.  Please bring a seasonal treat, finger 

food or other delicacies for the refreshment table. 

 

Merry Christmas and best of the Holiday Season to you. 

Workshop Calendar 

December 2015 to January 31st 2016 

Timed Silent Auction Returns! 
 

To the Christmas Social  
 

Thanks to the generosity of Roberta and Lloyd Johnston, Eric 

Kemp, and local Richmond resident, Ms. Anna Paul, we are able 

to provide the following items for a timed silent auction: 

 

 Fossil of a Calymene; 

 Coal from Nova Scotia; 

 A variety of Coral Samples; 

 A package of two geodes and a polished sample of Rainbow 

Obsidian; 

 A package of three mineral specimens, a slab of petrified 
(Continued on page 2) 

The tentative completion date for the mechanical, 

electrical, and ventilation upgrades to the Lapidary 

Studio is mid-February 2016. 

Open Workshops 
Painter’s Studio 

 

RGMS is having open workshops from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm in 

the Painter’s Studio on the following Sundays until the Lapi-

dary Studio is reopened: 

 

  Sunday, December 13, 2015 

  Sunday, December 20, 2015 

  Sunday, January 10, 2016 

  Sunday, January 17, 2016 

  Sunday, January 24, 2016 

  Sunday, January 31, 2016 

  Sunday, February 14, 2016 

 

This is a chance to meet with other club members.  Activities 

will be announced through emails.  Tea and coffee is available, 

and all club members are welcome to attend. 

  

Membership News 

Darlene Howe 

 

 

At the last meeting, we were informed of the passing of our 

Life Member, Laurene Hilton.  Laurene was a remarkable 

women who enjoyed our hobby and was best known by to-

day’s members as the person who made the wonderful gem 

trees that we have used as prizes in Spin & Win.  In the early 

years of my membership, Laurene was active at our annual 

shows and would demonstrate filigree work and provide talks 

on enamelling.   Laurene, was also a person with whom you 

could converse and have fun.  Laurene will be missed. 

 

 
(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.quantcast.com/p-9eJ8k4iSzux46
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General 
Meeting 

 

 

Month 
 

Executive  
Meeting 

Tuesday the 22nd December Tuesday the 15th. 7:00 pm 

Tuesday the 26th January  Tuesday the 19th. 7:00 pm 

Tuesday the 23rd February Tuesday the 16th. 7:00 pm 

Tuesday the 22nd March Tuesday the 15th. 7:00 pm 

 

FUTURE MEETING PLANNER 

2015 - 2016 

 

It is that time of year again. I will be sending in our membership fee to the BC Lapidary Socie-

ty (BCLS).  The BCLS is our umbrella organization that organizes province wide events like 

the May long weekend’s Rendezvous, various field trips, the annual  Rock and Gem show in 

Abbotsford and the week long summer camp.  BCLS also provides us with 3rd person liability 

insurance which insures we can use our lapidary studio.  

 

They require our money by December 31st. The information sent will be used in the provincial 

directory. Therefore it is important that we have your correct information, please let me know 

if you have any changes to address, e-mail, or telephone number. Just e-mail me. Also if you 

haven’t paid your membership fee for this year but want to renew, just e-mail, phone me, or 

mail your money to me. I can then get you a receipt and membership card ready for the De-

cember meeting. 

 

All unpaid members will be removed from our list by December 31 and the Pebble Press will 

no longer be emailed to you. As I wrote last month, I will miss those of you who decide not to 

renew but wish you all the best in your new adventures. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Executive Positions 

2015-2016 
 

President 

Anthony Young 
 

Vice-President 

Office to be filled 
 

Secretary 

Jan McRobb 
 

Treasurer 

George Howe 
 

Program Chairperson 

Livia Waterson 
 

Show Chairperson 

Lisa Kew 
 

Workshop Chairperson 

Lui Porc 
 

Ways & Means Chairperson 

Linda Boyce 
 

Field Trip Chairperson 

Harley Waterson 
 

Publicity Chairperson 

Natalie Helmstetter 
 

Librarian 

Kay Eichacker 
 

Pebble Press Editor 

Eugenia Kurganska 
 

Social Convenor 

Bellamy Ho 
 

Membership Chairperson 

Darlene Howe 
 

Senior Delegate 

Sharon Hamelin 
 

Past President 

Bob Gregory 

 

Non-Executive Positions 
 

Contact at Large 

Darlene Howe 
 

Intermediate Delegate 

Darlene Howe 
 

Junior Delegate 

Arn Hamelin 
 

Workshop Assistants 

George Howe 

Tom Braund 
 

Membership Assistant 

Dorreh Jahanshahi 

wood, and a slice of polished Brazilian Agate; 

 A package of two polished cubes of Mexican Onyx, and a gemstone sampler; 

 A Mineral Specimen Kit;   

 A Coldheat Soldering iron;  

 152 Grams of Sterling Silver Casting Grains; 

 138 Grams of imperfect Sterling Silver rings to use as casting material; 

 10.5 Grams of miscellaneous gemstones; 

 A Slab of Brazilian Agate; 

 A package of 5 regular sized slabs; 

 A package of 5 large sized slabs; 

 Lapidary Rough, Group I; 

 Lapidary Rough, Group II; 

 Lapidary Rough, Group III. 

 

Items will be identified by a number. We will do a random draw to determine what time an 

item is sold to the highest bidder.  Numbers will be chosen every 10 minutes starting at 7:45 

pm. and completing at 8:30 pm.   

 

Good Luck and enjoy the evening.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Annual Rock & Gem Shows 2015 
For details go to www.bclapidary.com 

 

British Columbia Lapidary Society’s  

Wagonmasters’ Fieldtrips 

February 27 & 28, 

2016  

MAPLE RIDGE LAPIDARY CLUB  

March 12 & 13, 

2016  

HASTINGS CENTRE ROCK-

HOUNDS  

April 16 & 17, 2016  COURTENAY GEM & MINERAL 

CLUB  

 

For detailed and updated information go to:  
www.bclapidary.com 

or contact Harley Waterson at 604-590-3289 
 
 
ALWAYS CALL THE TRIP LEADER THE DAY BEFORE TO EN-
SURE THE TRIP IS GOING, AND THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO 
OTHER CHANGES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Remember to wear layered clothing to be able to 
adjust to weather conditions at the location, 
bring a lunch and water on all field trips.  En-
sure your vehicle has a full tank of gas. 
 
As always, US rockhounds in good standing with 
their clubs are invited to join our field trips!  For 
something different, check out the field trips offered 
on the Washington State Mineral Council web site 
at: Washington State Mineral Council 

January 3, 2016  Hamilton Bar - Fraser River 
Rock - Agate, Jasper, Petri-
fied Wood  

February 7, 2016  Anderson Bar  - Fraser River 
Rock - Agate, Jasper, Petri-
fied Wood, Potential Jade  

February 28, 2016  Yale Bar  - Fraser River 
Rock - Agate, Jasper, Petri-
fied Wood   

March 6, 2016  Peg Leg Bar — Fraser River 
Rock - Agate, Jasper, Petri-
fied Wood, Potential Jade  

What’s the birthstone for December? 
December has two birthstones, turquoise and zircon.  

Turquoise 

Turquoise is considered by some to be a symbol of good for-

tune and success, believed to bring prosperity to its wearer. In 

the language of chemists and geologists, turquoise is known as 

“copper aluminum phosphate.” Turquoise is often found in 

weathered igneous rock that contains copper minerals, where it 

crystallizes in veins and nodules. The gemstone usually devel-

ops in rock near water tables, located in semiarid and arid envi-

ronments. The chemicals in turquoise come from adjacent rock, 

leached out by rain and groundwater. 

Turquoise is a relatively soft gemstone, and can be easily 

scratched and broken. This porous opaque stone is easily dis-

colored by oil and pigments, and changes color when it loses 

some of its water content. A sky blue shade in turquoise is due 

to the presence of copper, while iron gives it a greener tone. 

Ochre and brown-black veins in the stone occur during the for-

mation of turquoise, caused by inclusions from nearby rock 

fragments or from oxide staining. The most valued variety of 

turquoise is an intense sky blue color, like the color of a robin’s 

egg. Hard, relatively non-porous compact stones have the best 

appearance because the stone can be finely polished. Pale and 

chalky varieties however are sometimes impregnated with 

oil, paraffin, liquid plastic and glycerin to give it a good 

polish. 

http://www.mineralcouncil.org/
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Birthstone of The Month (credit to earthsky.org ) 

This stone can be found in Armenia, Kazakhstan, China, Aus-

tralia, Tibet, China, Mexico, Brazil, and Egypt. In Iran, where 

some of the best stones are found, turquoise is the national gem. 

The American southwest-Nevada, Arizona, Colorado, New 

Mexico and California-are primary producers of turquoise. 

Much of the specimens have a light color, and are porous and 

chalky-only about 10% is of gem quality. 

Its name is believed to originate from the French phrase “pierre 

turquoise” meaning “Turkish stone” because turquoise was 

brought to Europe by Venetian merchants who first acquired it 

in Turkish bazaars. It is also considered by some as a love 

charm. When received as a gift, the turquoise symbolizes a 

pledge of affection. Shakespeare used this lore in “The Mer-

chant of Venice’. In it, Leah gave a turquoise ring to Shylock 

when he was a bachelor, hoping it would win his affections so 

he would ask her to marry him. In Russia, the turquoise is popu-

larly used in wedding rings. 

Turquoise is one of the earliest known stones to be used in jew-

elry. Pharaohs of Early Egypt wore them. A tomb excavated in 

1900 contained the mummified remains of Queen Zer, who 

ruled in 5500 B.C.; found on her arm were four magnificent 

turquoise bracelets. Beads dating back to 5000 B.C. have been 

found in Mesopotamia (now Iraq). In Iran, turquoise was the 

national gemstone, adorning thrones, daggers, sword hilts, horse 

trappings, bowls, cups, and ornamental objects. Senior officials 

wore turquoise seals decorated with pearls and rubies. In the 7th 

century A.D., turquoise pieces inscribed with passages from the 

Koran and Persian proverbs were valued amulets. It was used as 

jewelry in ancient Siberia, around the Fifth and Sixth century 

B.C. During the Middle Ages, they were popularly used as deco-

ration of vessels and covers for manuscripts. And it was again 

popular as jewelry during the Renaissance. It has also been 

found in ancient burial sites in Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Peru, 

Mexico and Central America. The Incas crafted beads and figu-

rines out of it, and the Aztecs made pendants and ritual masks. 

Turquoise has a rich history in the American southwest. Native 

Americans have been using this gemstone to create magnificent 

jewelry and ornamental pieces for the past several thousand 

years. It was called “Chal-cui-hui-tal”, meaning “the highest and 

most valued thing in the world”. The Zuni, Hopi, Pueblo and 

Navajo Indians made magnificent necklaces, ear pendants and 

rings. The blue in turquoise symbolized the Heavens, and green 

symbolized the Earth. The stones were used by medicine men to 

work charms. The Navajo believed that turquoise pieces, thrown 

into a river while offering a prayer to the rain god, would bring 

much needed rain. Apache lore held that a turquoise attached to 

a bow or gun would ensure accurate aim. 

There are many superstitions associated with the turquoise. In 

the Third century, it was believed to protect its owner from fall-

ing off a horse. A change in color revealed the infidelity of a 

wife. Twelfth century Arabian writings said “The turquoise 

shines when the air is pure and becomes pale when it is dim.” 

They also believed that its color changed with the weather. Per-

sians said that the reflection of the new moon on a turquoise 

stone brought good luck, and guarded against evil. It was said to 

have a healing effect on the eye-merely looking at it strength-

ened the eye, while placing it on an inflamed eye brought a cure. 

A 15th century philosopher attributed its change of color to its 

ability to attract poisons. It was a barometer of its user’s health, 

turning pale in illness and losing color in death, yet regaining its 

original beauty in the hands of a new and healthy owner. 

Zircon 

Zircon, in its unchanged natural form appears colorless to pale 

yellow, or green. These colors are caused by minute quantities 

of thorium and uranium that replaces zircon in the crystal struc-

ture. But over the vast spans of geologic time, other forces work 

within the zirconium silicate crystals. The uranium and thorium 

inclusions emit radiation that alters the original crystal structure. 

A glass-like material is formed, with colors of red to brown, 

orange and yellow. 

The mineral zircon, known as zirconium silicate, is commonly 

found as a minor constituent in igneous rock such as granites 

and some kinds of metamorphic rock. Gem quality zircon stones 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Minutes of the November 24, 2015 General Meeting 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by David Bell  

Welcome to new members 
 

Minutes: 
Chair moved to accept minutes as posted in Pebble Press Sec. . 

Passed 
 

Correspondence: 

None 
 

Vice-President’s Report: 

None 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Revenue: $5,179.00 

 Expenses: $4,431.00 

 Balance: $631.82 

 GH express thanks to David Bell for stewarding of the open 

workshop and helping members with their lapidary prob-

lems.  David did wonderful lapidary and lost wax casting 

work.  Sorry to see him move to Vancouver Island.  Mem-

bers showed their appreciation. 
 

Program Report: 

Timed Silent Auction.  Help support the club. 
 

Show Chairperson’s Report: 

 LK has application forms ready, few changes to form.  Page 

2 changed with notice of protection for club list. Tables now 

$12.50 per linear foot. Small discount if bring own table. 

Deposit due 26 January. Total due 8th April 2016  

 Nature Park- Wonderful. Article in Pebble Press. Had over 

400 attend.  Volunteers had a great time and enjoyed the 

experience. Public admired and pick up brochures.  Rich-

mond Nature Park asked us to come back next year. They 

have tentative dates. Perfect for membership drive.  Re-

ceived half of the donations for a total of $205.00. Expenses 

$45.00. Thanks to Port Moody and Delta clubs for allowing 

us to purchase polished stones for our prizes and handouts.  

LB thought advertising was very good. Brought people in. 

Angela has offered to send out our annual shows by sending 

out posters through the city. Big thank you to Angela. 
 

Workshop: 

Obtained space for 4 hours,  10 am to 2 pm in painters studio. 

GH will do rock identification Sunday Dec 6th, mineral identifi-

cation and micro mounting. 13th Dec Following week will demo 

jump rings using equipment. Bring bring own material if you 

have any of own. Have area until 14th February. Hoping for mid 

Feb opening.  
 

Ways & Means: 

 LB  Full table tonight please buy tickets. Next month bring in 

wrapped things for Xmas table  
 

Field Trip Report: 

See website December- Fraser River Bar  
 

Publicity Report: 

No report 
 

Librarian Report: 

Absent 
 

Pebble Press: 

If you are not getting an email copy of the Pebble Press contact 

Darlene Howe at darhowe@shaw.ca 
 

Social Convenor: 

Thanks to all people who brought goodies. Remember, all mem-

bers are to bring a goody to share next month at the Christmas 

social. 
 

Membership: 

 Guests- Erica Sym and Joe Pepper., who attended the Nature 

Park show. Need to keep Richmond residents balance as per 

rules.  
 

Senior Delegate Report: 

No Report 
 

Art Coordinator: 
Anthony, Darlene, and David attended Residents art group meet-

ing.  Concern about use of space.  From 30,000 ten years ago to 

70,000 people this year.  Will only guarantee bookings for next 

year and the year after, but the following year- ? Any extra time 

during prime times 3-9.00 pm Mon to Thurs charge will be 

$20.00 per hour. Groups ready to lobby for seniors centre space. 

Space being lost on No. 3 Road.  
 

President’s Report: 

Dave will be gone tomorrow. Anthony will be taking over. 

Thanks for letting DB be fearless leader.  
 

Old Business: 

 Workshop will be fixed up but we need to upgrade lapidary 

equipment and install bubblers and new trays.  Need metal 

cage for propane and will have to update soldering torches 

as we will be limited to how many can be used.  New atten-

tion to safety concerns- wearing masks and eye protection, 

safety glasses, etc. 

 Will need to keep safety equipment available upstairs for 

members to purchase. Please read and apply safety rules. 

 GH Motion  - to spend up to $2000.00 to buy trays and bub-

blers for the lapidary arbors, a whale torch for the silver-

smithing room and a safety metal cage and misc. Part and 

supplies. Harley Waterson seconded.   Motion passed.  
 

 New Business: 

 GH Motion at executive meeting to give a life membership 

to Trapper for his years of service to the society.  GH pro-

(Continued on page 6) 
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posed. AH seconded. Passed. Congratulations to Trapper.LB 

announcement-Laurene Hilton passed away 2 weeks ago. 

 LB proposed motion to donate $50.00 to BC Lapidary Soci-

ety in her memory. Seconded AH. Passed. 
 

Show & Tell: 

 What a showing! Purple stones everywhere: charite from 

Russia; jadeite from Turkey, Lapidolite; amethyst; sugilite; 

holly blue; and others.  Thanks to all those who brought 

their materials to show. 

 December is the Timed Silent Auction. 
 

Next Executive Meeting:  

Tuesday, December 15 

(Continued from page 5) 

are usually rare. These gemstones are formed mainly in pegma-

tites (coarse-grained igneous rock) and in fissures. But due to 

weathering of the gem-bearing rocks, most zircons are found in 

alluvial and beach deposits.A new blue color for zircon, called 

“starlight blue,” was created by heating golden brown or yellow 

zircon in the 1920s. From Gems and Crystals by Anna S. Sofi-

anides and George E. Harlow:In the 1920s, a new blue gemstone 

suddenly appeared in the market. Endowed with spectacular 

brilliance, it was an immediate hit.  

The gems were zircons, normally brown to green – but not blue. 

George F. Kunz, the legendary Tiffany gemologist, immediately 

suspected trickery; not only were there extraordinary stones 

available in abundance but available all over the world! Upon 

Kunz’s behest, a colleague made inquiries during a trip to Siam 

(Thailand) and learned that a large deposit of unattractive brown 

zircon had stimulated color- improvement experimentation by 

local entrepreneurs. Heating in an oxygen-free environment had 

turned the drab material into “new” blue stones, which were sent 

to outlets worldwide. When the deception was revealed, the 

market simply accepted the information, and the demand for the 

new gems continued unabated. 

The most prized zircon is the red gemstone, which is rare. The 

pure intense blue and sky blue varieties are also highly valued, 

while the colorless, orange, brown and yellow stones are less 

expensive. Many zircons on the market are heat treated, and sold 

as blue, golden brown or colorless stones. Colorless zircons are 

the best imitators of diamonds, in appearance only, with a bril-

liant fire that is almost as dazzling as the real thing. However, 

the resemblance is superficial. Zircon is a brittle stone, easily 

broken with a well-placed knock, due to internal stresses in the 

crystal caused by radiation damage and heat treatment. But de-

spite its frail disposition, the stone is still highly valued because 

of its stunning beauty. 

Major sources of zircon are the Chanthaburi area of Thailand, 

the Palin area of Cambodia and the southern part of Vietnam 

near the Cambodian border, where gemstones are found in allu-

vial deposits. Bangkok is well-known as a major center for pro-

cessing zircons, where everything from heat treatment, cutting 

and marketing is carried out. Another important source is Sri 

Lanka, well known for a colorless variety of zircon called the 

‘Matura diamond’. The gemstones are also found in Burma, 

France, Norway, Australia and Canada. 

Its name is probably derived from the Arabic words “zar” and 

“gun”, meaning “gold” and “color”. The gemstone is found in a 

wide range of colors, and possess great brilliance, fire and clari-

ty. 

The hyacinth and jacinth, reddish-brown and orange-red varie-

ties of zircon, were a favorite stone of ancient Arabs and was 

even mentioned in the famed book, ‘Arabian Nights’. 

Green zircon was among the stones of the ‘Kalpa Tree’ of the 

Hindu religion, where it represented the tree’s foliage. This tree 

was a symbolic offering to the gods. Hindu poets of the 19th 

century described it as a glowing ensemble of precious stones 

that also included sapphires, diamonds and topaz. 

Zircon was regarded as the amulet for travelers in the Eleventh 

century, protecting them from disease, injury, and insomnia, as 

well as assuring a cordial welcome wherever their travels would 

take them. The gem was also believed to hold magic powers to 

fight evil spirits. During the Fourteenth century, zircon was pop-

ular as a safeguard against the Black Death, the great plague that 

wiped out one quarter of the population of Europe. The stone 

was believed to possess healing powers. It was prescribed to 

insomniacs to induce sleep, used as an antidote against poison, 

and as an aid to digestion. 

(Continued from page 4) 


